Friday 12th June 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
I am very pleased to tell you that the first week of the wider opening of school has been extremely successful.
The staggered arrival/departure, one-way system and smaller class groupings are all working well and the
children are settled and happy. Thank you for helping us make the above the success that it is, by keeping
to your time slots and moving quickly through the site.
All staff who are currently able to return have been delighted to see the children back and we have
welcomed Mr Wherrett, a teacher from Chandag Junior School to our team for this term. Although not here
in person due to current government guidelines, Mrs Bridgeman, Mrs Butler, Miss Goebel, Mrs Gurnsey,
Mrs Lewis and Mrs Richardson are all in regular contact with us and continue to make a valuable contribution
from home. We are very grateful to these staff for all the work they are doing, including maintaining the
home learning for Year 2 and the shielding children in R/Y1.
I have been able to share an assembly story with the children via video this week and have uploaded this to
Seesaw and Tapestry for those children working from home. We hope to maintain this weekly, with different
teachers sharing an assembly in this way.
The dry weather has enabled us to take the children outside for picnics most days, which they have really
enjoyed. As the summer progresses, should we reach very high temperatures, we may need to explore the
option of erecting further gazebos for shade, within each outside play zone. If you have a gazebo that you
no longer use and would like to donate this to school, please let Mrs Weeks know.
We have a slight increase to our bubble numbers next week but we will be able to incorporate these children
into our existing bubbles, without the need to open another classroom at the Juniors.
With regards wider opening for Year 2, we will be discussing this at trust level and then at individual school
level once further guidance from the government has been received. I will share any outcomes from these
discussions as soon as I am able. Meanwhile, thank you for the tremendous effort you are making to support
your child with home learning on seesaw. It is great to see their responses.
I hope that you find this update helpful. If there is anything else that you would like to know, please get in
touch via email and I will do my best to answer your questions.
Best Wishes
Mrs A Smart
Headteacher

Spelling Shed Superstars – here our top 10 spellers this week from Spelling Shed - lots of new and exciting
avatars too! Can you spot yourself in our top 10? It could be you next week, so keep logging on and trying your best.
https://www.edshed.com/en-gb/login

Top Doodlers this week

Well done to Squirrel Class who have the highest number of stars
again this week on Doodle Maths! Which class will it be next week?
Keep logging in and trying your best!https://www.doodlemaths.com

What the bubbles say!
Here are some quotes from the children in our bubbles this week:
Indigo
‘We love seeing our friends again and making new ones. We are getting to know a new teacher too! We loved
Science with Mrs Chadi this week’.
Blue
‘We loved being Scientists and making things dance in fizzy water. We have new sections of the field called
‘Zones’ and it is so much fun. We have our own Lego and we get to use our imagination lots’.
(Groovy) Green
We loved singing the ‘Oceans’ song, learning new things, making new friends and playing with new friends.
Red
Finding bugs was great! We like seeing our teachers and friends again because we have missed them!
Orange
Playing outside, junk modelling and making clothes for the baby dolls out of paper are our favourite things!

Yellow
Making the baby clothes, making McDonald’s burgers in the mud kitchen and making ninja turtle masks
has been brilliant! We like doing phonics again, making new friends and reading with Mrs Mead.

Keyworker Bookings
If you qualify for Keyworker provision and would like to book a place, this can be done directly with us
now. Registration opens Monday 22/6 at 09:00 on CJS/WMAT/CIS websites and closes Tuesday 23/6 at
17:30. This will be a 3 week booking which will run up to the end of term 6 and the end of the Key Worker
provision.

New Bubble places for 22nd June
If you would like your child to join a Reception or Year 1 bubble for the first time, please let us know by
3.30pm Monday, to start the following Monday. Mrs Weeks will confirm your place with you by the
Wednesday following your request.

Snack
If you would like your child to have a morning snack, please send fresh fruit only, in a small plastic bag or
container. Please ensure that if sending grapes, these are chopped rather than whole, as we are unable to
do this in school. No other snacks other than fruit please.

Lost property and PE bags
In response to a number of requests, we will put lost property and PE bags for those children who are not
returning to school, on tables just outside the entrance to the office on Monday 15th June at 9.30am. Please
come and collect these items then if you would like them. If you are unable to make Monday but would like
to come another day, please let Mrs Weeks know.

Two Rivers CofE Primary School
Work on the site of the temporary Two Rivers classrooms will begin on Monday 15th June and is scheduled
to complete by 22nd July, when the classroom block will be handed over. Contractors will observe gate
closure times and know that vehicles may not move on site during our staggered drop off and collection. If
you have any concerns about the work or the workforce once underway, please let me know via the usual
channels. We anticipate that approximately 18 children will start in Reception this year. The Administrator

for Two Rivers, Mrs Batchelor, takes up her post on 1st July and will be sharing office space at Chandag Junior
School. She can be reached on 0117 916 1027 or enquiries@tworiversschool.org.uk from this date.

Staffing update: SENCO and KS1 teacher
We are pleased to announce two new members of staff for September.
Following Mrs Bancroft’s early retirement at the end of the summer, Mrs Eve will join us as our new SENCO
and will work 2 days per week at the Infant School, plus 3 days at Chandag Juniors. We are delighted to
welcome Mrs Eve and know that her experience and expertise will benefit the children, families and staff in
both schools.
Mrs Gamon will join our Key Stage 1 teaching team, allowing Miss Willington to step up to ‘Acting Head’ 3
days per week. This is a temporary, one-year arrangement whilst I have Executive Headship responsibilities
at Two Rivers and Chandag Juniors. We look forward to welcoming Mrs Gamon, an experienced teacher to
our team.

SMSAs
We currently have vacancies for 2 SMSAs and 1 Lead SMSA. We are rather concerned that despite advertising
these roles 2 or 3 times, we have received no applications for the roles. If you know of anyone who could be
interested in taking up a position with us in September, please urge them to contact school. It is imperative
that these staff are in post for the start of the next academic year.

Finally, a snapshot of ‘Bubble Life’ to close

Too chilly for picnics today! Reception lunchtime.

End of play and lining up spaces.

